
ESTATE PLANNING CHECK LIST
WHAT YOU’LL NEED FOR YOUR ESTATE PLAN

Our checklist can help you start thinking about your options for your will and other 
estate planning choices. It can also be really useful for guiding conversations with your 
partner and other family members about what you’d want to happen when you die.

FORMS AND LEGAL DOCUMENTS

1 YOUR WILL

This is a legal document setting out how your assets will be distributed when you die. It can also set out your wishes 
regarding the care of your minor children as well as who you choose to be your executor when you pass away. For your 
will to be legally binding it must be properly executed and witnessed according to the laws for your state or territory. 

2 BENEFICIARY NOMINATIONS 

Your super and any benefits from a life insurance policy are generally not included in your will. As part of your estate 
plan, you’ll need to choose the people you want to have this money when you die and let your super fund and 
insurance policy provider know who they are.

Find out more about who you can choose to receive your super death benefit or log in to nominate a beneficiary now.

The person/people I’d like my super and life insurance to go to (my beneficiaries) are…

3 POWER OF ATTORNEY

A power of attorney allows you to give legal authority to another person/people to act on your behalf. There are two 
types of power of attorney – one to make choices about your medical and personal affairs if you’re unable to do this 
for yourself, and one to look after your legal and financial matters. Medical and financial powers of attorney are called 
different names depending on your state or territory.

The person/people I’d like to look after my financial matters if I’m unable to do so myself are…

http://www.anz.com/smartchoiceaccess
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The person/people I’d like to look after my personal and medical affairs if I’m unable to do so myself are…

CHOOSE YOUR PEOPLE
As well as your beneficiaries and power of attorney you’ll also need to think about who will act as executor for your will and 
look after your children if you have any. 

1 EXECUTOR

This is the person – or it can be an organisation – who will carry out the directions in your will. They take responsibility for the 
disposal of your body; making the necessary court application for probate; calling in your assets; paying your outstanding 
debts and taxes; and distributing your estate in accordance with your wishes. Your executor will communicate with your 
beneficiaries and will also be responsible for dealing with issues that may arise if there are any disputes. 

The person/people I’d like to carry out directions in my will are…

2 GUARDIAN(S)

Your will can include legal guardianship arrangements for children who are under 18 when you die. Their guardian(s) will 
be responsible for day-to-day care as well as making important decisions about their education, health and wellbeing. 

The person/people I’d like to care for my children are…

LOOKING FOR HELP WITH YOUR ESTATE PLAN? YOU CAN SPEAK TO 
YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISER IF YOU HAVE ONE OR YOU COULD SEARCH 

FOR AN ESTATE PLANNING LAWYER TO HELP YOU. 
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“ANZ Smart Choice Super” is a suite of products consisting of ANZ Smart Choice Super and Pension (PDF 189kB), ANZ Smart Choice Super for 
employers and their employees (PDF 186kb) and ANZ Smart Choice Super for QBE Management Services Pty Ltd and their employees 
(PDF 198kb). The ANZ Smart Choice Super and Pension product is distributed by Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited (ANZ) 
(ABN 11 005 357 522). ANZ Smart Choice Super for employers and their employees and ANZ Smart Choice Super for QBE Management Services 
Pty Ltd and their employees are MySuper compliant products issued pursuant to the latest PDS available at anz.com/smartchoicesuper. 
ANZ Smart Choice Super is part of the Retirement Portfolio Service (the Fund) (ABN 61 808 189 263) and is issued by OnePath Custodians 
Pty Limited (ABN 12 008 508 496, AFSL 238346, RSE L0000673) (OPC), the trustee of the Fund. OPC is a member of the Insignia Financial group of 
companies, comprising Insignia Financial Limited ABN 49 100 103 722 (formerly IOOF Holdings Ltd) and its related bodies corporate. The Australia 
and New Zealand Banking Group Limited (ANZ) (ABN 11 005 357 522) brand is a trademark of ANZ and is used by OPC under licence from ANZ. 
ANZ and the Insignia Financial group of companies (including OPC) are not related bodies corporate. ANZ does not stand behind or guarantee 
these products. All opinions in this article are those of Insignia Financial group and not ANZ.
Before re-directing your super or moving your money into ANZ Smart Choice Super, you will need to consider whether there are any adverse 
consequences for you, including loss of benefits (e.g. insurance cover), investment options and performance, functionality, increase in 
investment risks and where your future employer contributions will be paid. 
This information is of a general nature and has been prepared without taking account of your personal needs, financial situation or objectives. 
Before acting on this information, you should consider whether the information is appropriate for you having regard to your personal needs, 
financial circumstances or objectives.
All fees are subject to change. Other key features are relevant when choosing a super fund, including performance.
ANZ does not represent or guarantee that access to ANZ Internet Banking or the ANZ App will be uninterrupted. Temporary service disruptions 
may occur. ANZ recommends that you read the ANZ App Terms and Conditions available at www.anz.com and consider if this service is 
appropriate to you prior to making a decision to acquire or use the ANZ App.
You should read the relevant Product Disclosure Statement and Additional Information Guide available at www.anz.com/smartchoice or by 
calling 13 12 87 before deciding to acquire, or continue to hold, an interest in ANZ Smart Choice Super.
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https://www.anz.com.au/content/dam/anzcomau/documents/pdf/smart-choice-super-pension-pds.pdf
https://www.anz.com.au/content/dam/anzcomau/documents/pdf/smart-choice-super-employer-pds.pdf
https://www.anz.com.au/content/dam/anzcomau/documents/pdf/smart-choice-super-employer-pds.pdf
https://www.anz.com/content/dam/anzcomau/documents/pdf/smart-choice-super-qbe-pds.pdf
https://www.anz.com/content/dam/anzcomau/documents/pdf/smart-choice-super-qbe-pds.pdf
https://www.anz.com.au/privacy/centre/
http://anz.com/smartchoicesuper
https://onepathsuperinvest.com.au/about-us/privacy-policy
http://www.anz.com
http://www.anz.com/smartchoice
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